
Math 153 - Final Exam Name
May 16, 2013 Score

Show all work to receive full credit. Supply explanations where necessary.

1. (12 points) In a probability experiment, the random variable x has six possible values:
0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. The (incomplete) probability distribution for x is shown below.

x P (x)
0 0.013
1 0.032
2 0.044
3 0.271
4 0.468
5 ???

(a) Determine the missing probability, P (5).

(b) Compute the mean value of the random variable.

(c) Compute the standard deviation in the values of x.

(d) Determine the unusually small and large values of x.
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2. (10 points) The diameters of Douglas firs grown for Christmas trees are approximately
normally distributed with mean 4 in and standard deviation 1.5 in.

(a) About what percent of trees have diameters between 3 and 5 inches?

(b) About what percent of trees have diameters greater than 6 in?

(c) In a group of 500 trees, about how many have diameters greater than 6 in?

3. (10 points) According to the Humane Society of the United States, 40% of all U.S.
households own at least one dog. A sample of 15 U.S. households is selected at random.

(a) What is the probability that exactly 8 of the households have at least one dog?

(b) What is the probability that at least 6 households have at least one dog?

(c) In the sample of size 15, what would be an usually large number of households
that have at least one dog?
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4. (14 points) A number is randomly selected from the following box of numbers.

1 1 1 2 3 3

Next, a letter is selected at random from the box corresponding to your number.

A A B C D A D
Box #1 Box #2 Box #3

(a) Sketch the complete tree diagram associated with this two-stage experiment. In-
clude the probabilities of each path.

(b) What is the probability of selecting the letter A?

(c) What are the odds against selecting the letter A?

(d) What is the probability of selecting the letter A or the letter C?
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5. (8 points) For cars traveling at 30 miles per hour (mph), the distance required to brake
to a stop is normally distributed with mean 50 ft and standard deviation 8 ft.

(a) What would be considered an unusually large stopping distance?

(b) Within what distance can 90% of all cars brake to a stop?

6. (16 points) A survey of 60 adult men found that their mean height was 69 in. Assume
that the standard deviation of the population is 3.5 in.

(a) Is the underlying sampling distribution normal or t? How do you know?

(b) Construct a 95% confidence interval estimate for the mean height of adult men.

(c) Determine the sample size required to have a margin of error of ±0.25 at the level
α = 0.01.

(d) Suppose the population standard deviation was not known, but the sample size
remained 60. Would the underlying sampling distribution be normal or t? Ex-
plain.
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7. (10 points) Suppose college professors at two-year institutions earn an average of
$65,608 per year with a standard deviation of $4000. A sample of 100 two-year-college
professors is randomly selected.

(a) What is the probability the the sample mean is greater than $67,000?

(b) If your random sample actually produced a sample mean of $67,000, would you
consider that unusual? Explain.

(c) If the sample size was increased to 400, what would happen to your probability
in part (a)? Why?

8. (10 points) The five-number summary for a data set is:

Min = 14, Q1 = 37, Med = 41, Q3 = 43, Max = 50

Compute the cut-off values for outliers. Then construct an example of a modified
boxplot with the given five-number summary.

5



9. (16 points) It has been found that harvested avocados quickly become infested with
fruit flies. The table below shows the percent of infested avocados (y) in a large harvest
x days after they were harvested.

Days after Harvest, x Precent Infested, y
1 30
2 40
4 45
5 57
6 60
7 75
9 100

(a) Compute the linear correlation coefficient, r, and use it to draw a conclusion about
the strength of the linear relationship between x and y.

(b) Compute the corresponding P -value and draw a conclusion about the existence
of a linear relationship.

(c) Find the regression equation and use it to predict the percent of infestation 8 days
after harvest.

(d) Use your regression equation to predict how long ago the avocados were harvested
if 85% are infested.
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10. (24 points) A new process has been developed to produce synthetic diamonds. Six
synthetic diamonds are randomly selected from a large batch that were produced by
the new process. Their weights, in karats, are given below.

0.61, 0.52, 0.48, 0.57, 0.54, 0.46

(a) Find the sample mean and sample standard deviation.

(b) Using your sample statistics, determine the weights of unusually small and large
diamonds.

(c) Find a 95% confidence interval estimate for the mean weight of diamonds produced
by the new process.

(d) The developers of the process claim that it produces diamonds that weigh more
than 0.5 karats, on average. You wish to test the developer’s claim. What are
your null and alternative hypotheses?

(e) Test the developer’s claim in part (d) at the level α = 0.05. Find the P -value and
state your conclusion.

(f) How does your confidence interval in part (c) support your conclusion in part (e)?
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11. (10 points) In the United States from 1850 to 2000, there were an average of 17.93
hurricanes per decade.

(a) In any given decade, what is the probability that 13 or fewer hurricanes affect the
United States?

(b) In any given decade, what is the probably that there are exactly 16 hurricanes?

(c) In the 1880s, the US was hit by 27 hurricanes. Is this an unusually large number
of hurricanes in a decade?

12. (10 points) Suppose A and B are events such that P (A) = 0.48, P (B) = 0.55, and
P (A ∩ B) = 0.264.

(a) Compute P (A).

(b) Compute P (A ∪B).

(c) Compute P (A|B).

(d) Are A and B independent? Explain.

(e) What are the odds in favor of B?
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